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§ 2. Same; additional stars 

On the admission of a new State into the 
Union one star shall be added to the union of the 
flag; and such addition shall take effect on the 
fourth day of July then next succeeding such ad-
mission. 

(July 30, 1947, ch. 389, 61 Stat. 642.) 

§ 3. Use of flag for advertising purposes; mutila-
tion of flag 

Any person who, within the District of Colum-
bia, in any manner, for exhibition or display, 
shall place or cause to be placed any word, fig-
ure, mark, picture, design, drawing, or any ad-
vertisement of any nature upon any flag, stand-
ard, colors, or ensign of the United States of 
America; or shall expose or cause to be exposed 
to public view any such flag, standard, colors, or 
ensign upon which shall have been printed, 

painted, or otherwise placed, or to which shall 

be attached, appended, affixed, or annexed any 

word, figure, mark, picture, design, or drawing, 

or any advertisement of any nature; or who, 

within the District of Columbia, shall manufac-

ture, sell, expose for sale, or to public view, or 

give away or have in possession for sale, or to be 

given away or for use for any purpose, any arti-

cle or substance being an article of merchandise, 

or a receptacle for merchandise or article or 

thing for carrying or transporting merchandise, 

upon which shall have been printed, painted, at-

tached, or otherwise placed a representation of 

any such flag, standard, colors, or ensign, to ad-

vertise, call attention to, decorate, mark, or dis-

tinguish the article or substance on which so 

placed shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor 

and shall be punished by a fine not exceeding 

$100 or by imprisonment for not more than thir-

ty days, or both, in the discretion of the court. 

The words ‘‘flag, standard, colors, or ensign’’, as 

used herein, shall include any flag, standard, 

colors, ensign, or any picture or representation 

of either, or of any part or parts of either, made 

of any substance or represented on any sub-

stance, of any size evidently purporting to be ei-

ther of said flag, standard, colors, or ensign of 

the United States of America or a picture or a 

representation of either, upon which shall be 

shown the colors, the stars and the stripes, in 

any number of either thereof, or of any part or 

parts of either, by which the average person see-

ing the same without deliberation may believe 

the same to represent the flag, colors, standard, 

or ensign of the United States of America. 

(July 30, 1947, ch. 389, 61 Stat. 642; Pub. L. 90–381, 

§ 3, July 5, 1968, 82 Stat. 291.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1968—Pub. L. 90–381 struck out ‘‘; or who, within the 

District of Columbia, shall publicly mutilate, deface, 

defile or defy, trample upon, or cast contempt, either 

by word or act, upon any such flag, standard, colors, or 

ensign,’’ after ‘‘substance on which so placed’’. 

§ 4. Pledge of allegiance to the flag; manner of 
delivery 

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag: ‘‘I pledge 

allegiance to the Flag of the United States of 

America, and to the Republic for which it 

stands, one Nation under God, indivisible, with 

liberty and justice for all.’’, should be rendered 

by standing at attention facing the flag with the 

right hand over the heart. When not in uniform 

men should remove any non-religious headdress 

with their right hand and hold it at the left 

shoulder, the hand being over the heart. Persons 

in uniform should remain silent, face the flag, 

and render the military salute. 

(Added Pub. L. 105–225, § 2(a), Aug. 12, 1998, 112 

Stat. 1494; amended Pub. L. 107–293, § 2(a), Nov. 

13, 2002, 116 Stat. 2060.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

4 ................ 36:172. June 22, 1942, ch. 435, § 7, 56 
Stat. 380; Dec. 22, 1942, ch. 
806, § 7, 56 Stat. 1077; Dec. 
28, 1945, ch. 607, 59 Stat. 
668; June 14, 1954, ch. 297, 
68 Stat. 249; July 7, 1976, 
Pub. L. 94–344, (19), 90 
Stat. 813. 

CODIFICATION 

Amendment by Pub. L. 107–293 reaffirmed the exact 

language of the Pledge, see section 2(b) of Pub. L. 

107–293, set out as a Reaffirmation of Language note 

below. 

AMENDMENTS 

2002—Pub. L. 107–293 reenacted section catchline 

without change and amended text generally. Prior to 

amendment, text read as follows: ‘‘The Pledge of Alle-

giance to the Flag, ‘I pledge allegiance to the Flag of 

the United States of America, and to the Republic for 

which it stands, one Nation under God, indivisible, with 

liberty and justice for all.’, should be rendered by 

standing at attention facing the flag with the right 

hand over the heart. When not in uniform men should 

remove their headdress with their right hand and hold 

it at the left shoulder, the hand being over the heart. 

Persons in uniform should remain silent, face the flag, 

and render the military salute.’’

FINDINGS 

Pub. L. 107–293, § 1, Nov. 13, 2002, 116 Stat. 2057, pro-

vided that: ‘‘Congress finds the following: 

‘‘(1) On November 11, 1620, prior to embarking for 

the shores of America, the Pilgrims signed the 

Mayflower Compact that declared: ‘Having under-

taken, for the Glory of God and the advancement of 

the Christian Faith and honor of our King and coun-

try, a voyage to plant the first colony in the northern 

parts of Virginia,’. 

‘‘(2) On July 4, 1776, America’s Founding Fathers, 

after appealing to the ‘Laws of Nature, and of Na-

ture’s God’ to justify their separation from Great 

Britain, then declared: ‘We hold these Truths to be 

self-evident, that all Men are created equal, that they 

are endowed by their Creator with certain 
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